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Resumen

Este artículo presenta un análisis empírico de la integración comercial de Colombia y Asia del Este
utilizando un modelo de equilibrio general computable, en el cual se evalúan los efectos de varios
escenarios de liberalización comercial sobre los flujos de comercio y el bienestar. Los resultados
muestran que existe un potencial importante para el desarrollo de las exportaciones colombianas de
productos químicos, confecciones, textiles y otras cosechas como flores, semillas de frutas, café, entre
otros. Este resultado no se deriva de la firma de un tratado de libre comercio, sino de la eliminación
unilateral de aranceles en ambas regiones

Clasificación JEL: C68, F13
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This paper provides an empirical analysis of Colombian
integration with East Asia using a Computable General
Equilibrium (CGE) model, in which we assess the effects of
several trade liberalization scenarios on trade flows and
welfare. The results show that there is an important potential
for the development of Colombian exports of chemical
products, apparel, textiles and other crops such as flowers,
fruit seeds, coffee, among others. This result is not derived
from subscribing a Free Trade Agreement, but from unilaterally
liberalizing tariffs in both regions.

This paper is based on a document prepared for the 4th Meeting of High Rank Officials of the Forum for East Asia
– Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC), November 27, 2002, Bogotá. The paper was also presented at the
seminar “Colombia ante la integración hemisférica y el ALCA,” Universidad de los Andes, June 2003, Bogotá.

We thank Margarita Rosas for excellent research assistance, Andrés Velasco M. for helpful discussions,
Hernando Vargas for his comments and two anonymous referees for helpful suggestions. The views
expressed are those of the authors and not of the Central Bank of Colombia or of its Board of
Directors. The usual disclaimer applies to any remaining errors or omissions.
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