Seminario de Microeconomia Aplicada - Local Crime News Bias:
Extent, Causes and Consequences

Seminarios y talleres

El seminario de Microeconomia Aplicada del Banco de la Republica es un espacio para discutir trabajos en
progreso en las diferentes dreas de la microeconomia aplicada como economia laboral, organizacién industrial,
economia de la salud, economia agricola, economia de la educacién, desarrollo econémico, crimen, economia
publica, medio ambiente, entre otras.

Jonathan Moreno Medina: Jonathan is a urban and public economist working the role of the media and
informal institutions on different markets. He has an undergraduate degree from Universidad Nacional de
Colombia, M.A. from Université Catholique de Louvain, and Ph.D. from Duke University.

Resumen del documento: How do local news outlets cover crime, and what are the effects of said coverage on
housing markets? By linking almost the universe of individual homicides to individual stories in the news, this
paper estimates the bias in coverage of crime news by local TV outlets in the United States. This paper finds
evidence of substantial biases in the coverage of homicides along race (victim and suspect) and wealth: inter-
racial crime is substantially over-covered; white-on-white crime is under-covered; and richer neighborhoods get
substantially more coverage. | find that race bias depends on the media market demographics, with stations in
markets with a higher Black share having less over-coverage of inter-racial homicides and higher coverage of
nonwhite intra- race crimes. | also find that, controlling for market size, within-market variation of bias increases
with the number of stations. | propose a simple model of horizontal differentiation that captures these results,
suggesting that stations are catering to the largest demographic group. Lastly, | evaluate the impact of crime
coverage on housing prices using an instrumental variable strategy based on sporting events, which crowd out
crime news. The results show that bias in crime coverage puts downward pressure on housing prices in minority
neighborhoods.

Tiempo de exposicién: 1:30 p. m. a 2:30 p. m.
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