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Resumen del documento: Does confidence influence demand for and responsiveness to information
interventions? We add to an emerging literature on behavioral responses to information provision by
investigating the role of confidence on willingness to pay for and responsiveness to input recommendations
and soil quality measures in the context of a soil testing intervention in Bihar, India. To motivate our empirical
analysis, we interpret confidence within the target-input model as the variance of a farmer’s prior beliefs over
optimal fertilizer application rates. We extend the model to consider how farmers make decisions about the
purchase and responsiveness to a signal given heterogeneity in their ability, trust, and confidence. The model
predictions are tested in the context of a soil testing intervention in the state of Bihar that provided farmers
with plot level soil health cards prior to planting. We elicit farmers’ prior beliefs distributions over optimal
fertilizer application rates using a visually aided method in the field and combine measures of dispersion with
willingness to pay for soil tests and input behavior before and after receipt of soil health cards with plot level
nutrient levels and recommendations. We find that farmers with less disperse priors (more confident) have a
lower willingness to pay for soil testing ex-ante and lower responsiveness of fertilizer usage to the
recommended application rates.
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Si desea inscribirse a la lista de correos del Seminario semanal de Economía de Bogotá para recibir en su cuenta
la información sobre nuestra programación, debe remitir un correo electrónico a la
dirección seminariossemanales@banrep.gov.co con el asunto "Inscripción a la lista de correos", cabe resaltar que
por esta cuenta no se reciben inscripciones a los seminarios. Consulte nuestras Políticas y lineamientos generales
de protección de datos personales. 


