Download

Other Working Papers

Keep in mind

The series Working Papers on Economics is published by the Office for Economic Studies at the Banco
de la Republica (Central Bank of Colombia). It contributes to the dissemination and promotion of the
work by researchers from the institution. This series is indexed at Research Papers in Economics
(RePEc).

On multiple occasions, these works have been the result of collaborative work with individuals from other
national or international institutions. The works published are provisional, and their authors are fully
responsible for the opinions expressed in them, as well as for possible mistakes. The opinions
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Banco de la
Republica or its Board of Directors.

AUTHOR OR EDITOR

Brian Knight Ana Maria Tribin-Uribe

The series Borradores de Economia (Working Papers on Economics) contributes to the dissemination
and promotion of the work by researchers from the institution. On multiple occasions, these works have
been the result of collaborative work with individuals from other national or international institutions. This
series is indexed at Research Papers in Economics (RePECc)


https://doi.org/10.32468/be.1121
https://investiga.banrep.gov.co/es/publicaciones/lista
/en/immigration-and-violent-crime-evidence-colombia-venezuela-border
/en/immigration-and-violent-crime-evidence-colombia-venezuela-border

Publication Date:
Thursday, 23 de July de 2020

The opinions contained in this document are the sole responsibility of the author and do not commit
Banco de la Republica or its Board of Directors.

Abstract

This paper investigates the link between violent crime and immigration using data from

Colombian municipalities during the recent episode of immigration from Venezuela. The key finding is
that, following the closing and then re-opening of the border in 2016, which precipitated a massive
immigration wave, homicides in Colombia increased in areas close to the border with Venezuela.

Using information on the nationality of the victim, we find that this increase was driven by homicides
involving Venezuelan victims, with no evidence of a statistically significant increase in homicides in
which Colombians were victimized. Thus, in contrast to xenophobic fears that migrants might victimize
natives, it was migrants, rather than natives, who faced risks associated with immigration. Using

arrests data, there is no corresponding increase in arrests for homicides in these areas. Taken together,
these results suggest that the increase in homicides close to the border documented here are driven by
crimes against migrants and have occurred without a corresponding increase in arrests, suggesting that
some of these crimes have gone unsolved.
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