
 
 
  
  
  
  
Download

Other Working Papers

  
  
Keep in mind

The series Working Papers on Economics is published by the Office for Economic Studies at the Banco
de la República (Central Bank of Colombia). It contributes to the dissemination and promotion of the
work by researchers from the institution. This series is indexed at Research Papers in Economics
(RePEc).

On multiple occasions, these works have been the result of collaborative work with individuals from other
national or international institutions. The works published are provisional, and their authors are fully
responsible for the opinions expressed in them, as well as for possible mistakes. The opinions
expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Banco de la
República or its Board of Directors.

  
AUTHOR OR EDITOR

  Mauricio Villamizar-Villegas Freddy A. Pinzón-Puerto María Alejandra Ruiz-Sánchez 

  
  

The series Borradores de Economía (Working Papers on Economics) contributes to the dissemination
and promotion of the work by researchers from the institution. On multiple occasions, these works have
been the result of collaborative work with individuals from other national or international institutions. This
series is indexed at Research Papers in Economics (RePEc)

                               1 / 2

http://repositorio.banrep.gov.co/handle/20.500.12134/9832
http://investiga.banrep.gov.co/es/publicaciones/lista
/en/comprehensive-history-regression-discontinuity-designs-empirical-survey-last-60-years
/en/comprehensive-history-regression-discontinuity-designs-empirical-survey-last-60-years
/en/comprehensive-history-regression-discontinuity-designs-empirical-survey-last-60-years


 

 

  
Publication Date:
Monday, 13 of April 2020  

  
  

The opinions contained in this document are the sole responsibility of the author and do not commit
Banco de la República or its Board of Directors.

 

Abstract

 

In this paper we detail the entire Regression Discontinuity Design (RDD) history, including its origins in
the 1960's, and its two main waves of formalization in the 1970's and 2000's, both of which are rarely
acknowledged in the literature. Also, we dissect the empirical work into fuzzy and sharp designs and
provide some intuition as to why some rule-based criteria produce imperfect compliance. Finally, we
break the literature down by economic field, highlighting the main outcomes, treatments, and running
variables employed. Overall, we see some topics in economics gaining importance through time, like the
cases of: health, finance, crime, environment, and political economy. In particular, we highlight
applications in finance as the most novel. Nonetheless, we recognize that the fi eld of education stands
out as the uncontested RDD champion through time, with the greatest number of empirical applications.
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