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This book is considered to be a significant contribution to understanding the economic history of
Colombia in the first half of the 20th century. Leading analysts who have examined the 1900-1940
period cite it as an essential source for their research. Despite its relevance, this text has not been
available in bookstores for several decades, and people interested in reading it must look for a copy in
large public or university libraries. This situation motivated the Editorial Committee of this collection to
recommend its reissue.

“I must confess that the first time | had the opportunity to carefully examine a copy of this magnificent
publication was in 1973 at one of the offices of the Colombian Coffee Growers Federation. | was
pleasantly surprised by the richness of the information about the country and the high quality of its
editing. Many years later, | managed to get a copy from a bookseller specialized in these types of
historical jewels.”
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