Access this article at Elsevier

Access this article at REPOSITORIO BANREP

Keep in mind

In the journal Essays on Economic Policy (ESPE) - we disclose the results and policy proposals that
arise from academic research carried out at the Banco de la Republica. When you read us, always keep
in mind that the content of our articles, as well as the analyzes and conclusions derived from them, are
the sole responsibility of their authors. The material disclosed in our ESPE magazine does not
compromise or represent the opinion of Banco de la Republica or that of its Board of Directors.

AUTHOR OR EDITOR

Mauricio Rodriguez

AUTHORS AND/OR EDITORS

Avila-Montealegre, Oscar lvan Zuleta-Gonzalez, Hernando

Publication Date:
Sunday, 1 of June 2014


http://www.elsevier.es/es-revista-ensayos-sobre-politica-economica-387-articulo-the-balassa-samuelson-hypothesis-elderly-migration-S0120448314700235
https://repositorio.banrep.gov.co/items/2fc012c5-3c11-4a32-89d4-60c5772ca167
/en/publications-research/espe/the-balassa-samuelson-hypothesis-and-elderly-migration
/en/author-editor/avila-montealegre-oscar-ivan
/en/author-editor/zuleta-gonzalez-hernando

AMNnctrarst
ADSlTaul

We present a model with two Overlapping Generations (young and old) and two final goods: a) a
tradable good that is produced using capital and labor, and b) a non-tradable good that is produced
using labor as unique input. We maintain the fundamental assumption of perfect factor mobility between
sectors so the model is consistent with the Balassa-Samuelson hypothesis. On top of this, we allow for
one of the two generations (the elderly) to migrate between economies. Given the general equilibrium
structure of our model, we can examine the effect of the propensity to save on migration and the relative
price of the non-tradable good. In this setting, we find that the elderly have incentives to migrate from
economies where productivity is high to economies with low productivity because of the lower cost of
living (in more general terms, the elderly migrate from wealthy countries to countries with lower
incomes). We also find that, for countries with lower incomes, elderly migration has a positive effect on
wages and capital accumulation.
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