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The Risein Female POarticipation in Colombia:
Fertility, marital statusor education?

Articulo Keep in mind

In the journal Essays on Economic Policy (ESPE) - we disclose the results and policy proposals that arise from
academic research carried out at the Banco de la Republica. When you read us, always keep in mind that the
content of our articles, as well as the analyzes and conclusions derived from them, are the sole responsibility of
their authors. The material disclosed in our ESPE magazine does not compromise or represent the opinion of
Banco de la Republica or that of its Board of Directors.
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Colombia has experienced a secular increase in the labor participation of urban women, going from nearly 47%
in 1984 to 65% in 2006. We decompose the evolution of participation into changes in the composition of the
population and changes in the participation rates by groups (defined according to the variables that appear most
relevant: educational attainment, fertility and marital status). The increase in participation is driven by the
increase in the participation rate of married or cohabiting women and women with low educational attainment.
Fertility status appears to be less important. Changes in the population composition by educational attainment
are also relevant in explaining the increase in participation. However, changes in composition by marital status
or fertility are second order effects.

La participacion laboral femenina en las zonas urbanas ha aumentado de manera sustancial en Colombia, y ha
pasado de cerca del 47% en 1984 al 65% en 2006. Descomponemos & aumento en la participacion en lo que
corresponde a aumentos en la tasa de participacion de los diferentes subgrupos (que se definen segln las
variables mas relevantes, que son en este caso logro educativo, estado civil y fecundidad) y cambios en la
composicion de la poblacion. El aumento en |a participacion esta jalonado por el aumento en las tasas de
participacion de las mujeres que estan casadas o en union libre, y de mujeres de bajo nivel educativo. La
fecundidad contribuye menos a explicar el fendmeno. Los cambios en la composicion de la poblacién por
nivel es educativos también explican una porcion sustancial, mientras que el efecto de los cambiosen la
composicion de la poblacion en términos de estado civil o fecundidad es muy pequefio.
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