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París, october 2005

The stature of the colombian The stature of the colombian 
elite before the onset of elite before the onset of 

industrialization, 1870industrialization, 1870--19191919

Adolfo meiselAdolfo meisel
Margarita vegaMargarita vega

Date of birth
Average Male 

Height
Average 

Female Height

Increase in 
Height for Men 

(%)

Increase in 
Height for 

Women (%) 

Number of 
observations 

(Men)

Number of 
observations 

(Women)

Coefficient of 
Variation 

(Men)

Coefficient of 
Variation 
(Women)

Centimeters 
increased (Men)

Centimeters 
increased 
(Women)

1870-1874 167,4 158,1 195 120 0,0497 0,0393
1975-1879 168,2 157,5 0,5% -0,4% 393 197 0,0415 0,0395 0,79 -0,62
1880- 1884 168,7 158,2 0,3% 0,5% 594 331 0,0407 0,0483 0,51 0,73
1885-1889 168,8 158,9 0,1% 0,4% 881 390 0,0428 0,0486 0,18 0,68
1890-1894 168,5 158,7 -0,2% -0,1% 1.229 512 0,0432 0,0477 -0,31 -0,22
1895-1899 168,5 158,3 0,0% -0,3% 1.591 688 0,0423 0,0488 -0,01 -0,42
1900-1904 168,3 158,2 -0,1% 0,0% 1.739 887 0,0398 0,0472 -0,24 -0,06
1905-1909 168,7 158,1 0,3% -0,1% 1.871 1.006 0,0401 0,0444 0,44 -0,09
1910-1914 168,3 158,6 -0,3% 0,3% 1.246 835 0,0424 0,0433 -0,43 0,46
1915-1919 168,6 158,7 0,2% 0,1% 651 555 0,0407 0,0415 0,33 0,14
TOTAL 168,39 158,33 0,7% 0,4% 10.390 5.521 1,24 0,59
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Country 1900

Sweden 172,5

United States 171,0

Norway 171,0

Netherlands 169,0

Colombia 168,2

Great Britain 167,0

France 165,5

Mexico 165,2

Italy 164,5

Spain 163,6

Indonesia 160,8

International Comparisons of Men’s Height

Differences in Height between Passports and ID Cards

Period
Men 

Passports
Men

ID card
Difference 

Men
Women 

Passports
Women 
ID card

Difference 
Women

1905-1909 168,7 162,0 6,7 158,1 150,0 8,1

1910-1914 168,3 163,5 4,8 158,6 150,8 7,8

1915-1919 168,6 163,6 5,0 158,7 151,5 7,2
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Height by Destination of Travel

Destiny Women's Height Observations

EU, Canada 158,6 882

Europa, Asia 158,4 864

South America 158,0 131

Neighbors 157,9 1098

Caribbean Isl, C. 
America

157,0 311

Neighbors = Ecuador, Panamá y Venezuela.

Destiny
Men's Height Observations

EU, Canada 169,4 1597

South America 169,2 403

Europa, Asia 168,9 1560

Neighbors 167,8 2308

Caribbean Isl, C. 
America

167,7 479

Neighbors = Ecuador, Panamá y Venezuela.
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Average Height and Reason for Travelling

Reason
Women's Height Observations

Health 160,0 165

Business 159,6 57

Tourism 158,7 339

Studies 158,4 195

Emigrate 157,3 59

Reason
Men's Height Observations

Health 169,0 256

Emigrate 169,0 75

Business 168,9 756

Studies 168,6 1041

Tourism 167,8 496
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París, octubre de 2005


